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RESOLUTION  

WHEREAS, the first pillar of The American Legion is National Security, which today encompasses the national-level Aerospace Committee, hereafter referred to as “the Committee.”   
WHEREAS, for most of its 100 years within the American Legion, the Committee has promoted and upheld the dominance of air and space development, technology, and education to ensure the safety of our nation and its economic infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, the emerging commercial and military aerospace sectors are among the fastest-growing organizations for transitioning service members, offering advanced education and high-wage careers that utilize military-acquired technical skills; and
WHEREAS, the Committee and the American Legion are committed to the development of our nation’s youth through STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) education, and the Committee serves as a primary catalyst for student engagement in those related fields; and
WHEREAS, all branches of active military service offer the advancement of new technology, such as Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), surveillance drones, and unmanned nautical vessels, and have created new opportunities for veterans who require specialized advocacy, as well as specific employment support tailored to their unique service experiences; and
WHEREAS. Local Legion posts are uniquely positioned to serve as community hubs for aerospace education, veteran workforce placement, and disaster response coordination using technology, social media, and by providing STEM materials; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By Whittier Post 51, District 19, Department of California, in Whittier, California, in regular meeting assembled on this 13th day of January 2026, that it is recommended that the Committee and The American Legion shall prioritize advocacy for aerospace-related policies that strengthen national defense and support veteran transition; and be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourages local posts nationwide to establish or expand their aerospace activities within the guidelines of the Committee and form partnerships with local Civil Air Patrol squadrons, flight schools, youth rocketry clubs, model plane clubs, and aviation-focused vocational schools, as well as, aerospace related professional organizations such as the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, to promote Americanism and aerospace-related STEM; and be it further
The American Legion supports federal and state laws that make it easier to convert military occupational specialties into civilian aerospace certifications and licenses, which are accepted by various federal, state, and commercial entities.
RESOLVED, By The American Legion Department of California at the Department Executive Committee meeting in Vacaville, California, on March 13-15, 2026, supports the advocacy for aerospace-related policies that strengthen national defense and support active-duty transition to civilian employment, the support of federal and state laws that make it easier to convert military occupational specialties into civilian aerospace certifications, and further expand aerospace-related STEM education.
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