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RESOLUTION  

WHEREAS, Veterans and survivors have a choice when filing a claim with Veterans Affairs (VA) as they can hire a VA-accredited Veterans Service Organization (VSO), an Attorney, or a Claims agent who is authorized by VA to represent them, and their family, in matters related to VA benefits; and Attorneys and Claims agents receive payment for their assistance; and as of June 21, 2026, the VA paid $394.7 million in the last 12 months, with a monthly average of $32 million; and
WHEREAS, While VA-accredited VSOs assist with preparing and submitting claims for free, some VA-accredited attorneys and claim agents provide services for free on initial claims only (it’s important to note that they may not, by law, charge a fee for initial claims); and while most VA-accredited attorneys and claim agents provide their services after VA has decided the initial claim and at this later stage in the claims process, the attorneys and claim agents may charge a fee for their services; and
WHEREAS, the VA pays the VA-accredited attorneys and claims agents fees first out of the Veteran’s past-due benefits, often called backpay, and these fees cannot exceed 20% of the calculated backpay before any other withholdings (such as military retired pay); and 
WHEREAS, Veterans Service Organization (VSO) like TAL are always doing fund raising activities to offset their massive costs of their operations therefore VSOs should consider partnering with Attorneys and Claims agents who are authorized by the VA to represent veterans so that VSOs can get a percentage of the monthly average of $32 million; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By The American Legion Department of California at the Department Convention in Visalia, California, on June 25-28, 2026, that the Veterans Service Organization (VSO) like TAL should consider partnering with Attorneys and Claims agents who are authorized by the VA to represent veterans so that VSOs can get a percentage of the monthly average of $32 million.  

This is to certify by the signatures below that the above Resolution was passed as described:
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